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DRILLS

BOT to
vote on
FY ’13
budget
By Seth Schroeder
News Editor

SE TH SCHROEDER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Members of the Coles County Crisis Response Team stand ready outside of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Tuesday as part of a
scenario for the Illinois Emergency Agency's 2012 state-level exercise. The team was armed with simulation non-lethal training ammunition for
the exercise.

Emergencies simulated on campus
By Nike Ogunbodede and Seth Schroeder
Editor-in-Chief and News Editor

A hostage crisis at McAfee Gymnasium, chemical leak
and shooting at the steam plant and an incident at Carman Hall made Eastern a microcosm for almost every
disaster scenario possible—all before 3 p.m on Tuesday.
All three scenarios were part of the annual Illinois
Emergency Management Agency’s state-level exercise,
which takes place on a different Illinois college campus
each year.
Tuesday’s exercise started with a literal bang when a
responding K-9 Ivan took down exercise volunteer J.B.
Taylor, an Eastern electrician and former Marine, who
opened fire in the steam plant.
During the scenario, Taylor ran between the Student
Services Building and the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union, acting as a suspect being pursued by police.
Charleston police officer Heath Thornton led a K-9
unit to where Taylor was running and threatened to release the dog if Taylor did not surrender.
After Taylor refused Thornton let go of the dog, who
then ran at Taylor and latched onto his padded arm.
Taylor said he has participated in this type of scenario

before when he was in the military and he was the only
one who volunteered for it.
“I got riled for volunteering, but I wanted to do something good and wanted to help with this,” he said. “It
was good—it was fun and exciting.”
Monken said apprehending a criminal with a K-9 unit
is often non-lethal.
“Always preferable to capture the person alive than
killing them,” He said.
Timing is everything, and it was important to keep
the exercise response times as realistic as possible, IEMA
Director Jon Monken said.
“We try and incorporate the time that would be necessary for other units to respond,” Monken said. “If something happened on (a college) campus, campus police are
going to be the first on the scene—the important thing
to know is when you need to take it to the next level.”
Monken said campus security has become a high priority within the last decade.
He said IEMA try and train for a variety of situations
with each of these exercises.
“The idea is to try and mix it up as much as possible,”
Monken said.
CRIMES, page 7

Top officials review outcomes
By John Downen
Opinions Editor

Officials and organizers from the Illinois Emergency
Management Agency met at 3 p.m. Tuesday to discuss
and evaluate the outcome of their drill earlier that morning.
President Bill Perry said the morning’s operations were
effectively seen from different perspectives, with multiple
state agencies working together during the drills.
Perry said the drill necessitated involvement from
state, Charleston and Mattoon police and fire departments, and allowed the university to activate their phone
trees and alert system.
The agency ran a multitude of scenarios throughout
the day, all with different layers.
Gary Hanebrink, Eastern’s safety officer, said the drill

allowed the implementation of all fire and police squads.
Hanebrink said the drill focused on “emergencies
within emergencies” in order to prepare responders for
all possible scenarios.
Hanebrink also said the drill, which is planned once
a year throughout Illinois, was the largest the agency has
put together.
Hanebrink described the drill as a “once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.”
Perry said the drill was meant to represent the fact that
“anything can happen at anytime.”
“The drill got to prepare people for scary thing that
can happen,” Perry said.
Hanebrink reflected on an actual scenario on Eastern’s campus last year, in which a suspicious package was
dropped at a building on campus.
REVIEW, page 7

Drill Timeline

8:25 a.m.

Alert sirens, speakers
sound

8:36 a.m.

First responders--Coles
County Crisis Response
Team-- arrive on scene between Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union and
Student Services Building.
8:42 a.m.-First email received.

8:45 a.m.

K-9 unit arrives on scene.
Charleson police department officer Heath Thornton tells J.B. Taylor to “get
on the ground.” Taylor refuses and anatagonizes.

8:56 a.m.
First EIU Text Alert received:
“EIU Alert TEST- Emergency Drill: The emergency drill
at EIU is underway. A series
of messages may be sent
throughout the day. This is
only a TEST.”

8:58 a.m.

Thornton releases K-9 Ivan
on Taylor. Sgt. Brian Houston of the Coles County
Sheriff’s department apprehends suspects.

9:20 a.m.

Victims seen huddled outside of McAfee Gymnasium.

Members of the Board of Trustees will meet to approve the budget
for Eastern’s Fiscal Year 13 during
their meeting 1 p.m. Monday in
the Grand Ballroom of the Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union.
The proposed budget would allocate around $16 million of federal financial aid to students.
About $400 thousand less would
be allocated than in FY ’12.
Jerry Donna, director of the financial aid office, said despite the
decrease in aid there will not be a
smaller percentage of students receiving access to funds.
“As our enrollment drops we
can’t pull in as much money for
federal aid,” Donna said. “There are
less people accessing those funds.”
Donna said this does not reflect
the institution’s attitude to giving
aid to students.
The administration has expressed
a greater desire to help students
and put more funds in aid, he said.
Donna said things are going to
get better for incoming students,
as there is a recent push to give out
merit scholarships to them.
“This is something we need to
do,” Donna said. “It’s the right
thing to do. The administration
recognizes it’s a time where more
students need (aid) in order to go
to school.”
Students may have some financial aid concerns about the Pell
Grant because it has “a lower ceiling,” but Donna said he does not
think it will be a big concern.
Donna said the Pell Grant
change will not affect many students.
During its meeting, the board
will also vote on potentially adding
a Master of Sciences in sustainable
energy degree.
Ryan Siegel, campus energy and
sustainability coordinator, said the
degree would be a part of a new,
versatile curriculum.
“We’re expecting a very broad
student base,” Siegel said. “Whether that be philosophy to psychology, or be it physics to chemistry, or
even the arts.”
He said the program would be
cross-curricular with 10 or more
departments involved.
Through the program, he said
students could study different renewable energy sources, the science
of energy conversion, the entrepreneurship and economic aspects of
renewable energy, as well as several other fields.

BUDGET, page 7
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EIU weather State treasurer visits Eastern, Boys State
TODAY

FRIDAY

Sunny
High: 86°
Low: 60°

Mostly Sunny
High: 91°
Low: 67°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.

CORREC TION
In the article “Cavaliers to perform dress rehearsal” in the June 12 edition of The Daily
Eastern News the location of where The Cavaliers Drum & Bugle Corps normally perform
their dress rehearsal was incorrect. The corps
normally perform at O’Brien Stadium for their
dress rehearsal. The News regrets this error.
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Rutherford talks
about politics,
early beginning
By Nike Ogunbodede
Editor-in-Chief

He who knows the most people
wins, State Treasurer Dan Rutherford told members of Illinois
Boys State, a summer program for
high school juniors, in a speech
Wednesday in Coleman Auditorium.
The proof he said was him—a
Republican—being elected into
the office of state treasurer.
“We work hard—the City of
Chicago, suburbs, downstate—on
the ballots… we got more votes in
this state than the United States
senator got; we got more votes in
this state than Pat Quinn got as
governor,” Rutherford said.
Rutherford spent the hour going through stories of his time in
and out of public offices.
At 11, Rutherford was taken to
the State Capitol by his grandfather—a Democrat—and remembers getting the signature of the
secretary of the governor of Illinois—a big deal Rutherford at the
time.
“I (still) have my autograph
book today,” he said.
It was a big deal to him at the
time and the start of his political
aspirations, he said.
“I think that it is an important
time in their lives to meet people
who were elected officials to help
encourage them to do things of
service in government,” Rutherford said.
During the ask-answer portion
of the meeting, one Boys State
member asked about the current
pension crisis—the boy’s father is
an Eastern professor.
“Whatever he has invested is
his, and that should not change,”
Rutherford said.
Boys State President Terry
Woodburn said the program allows attendees to form their own

political opinions in their early
years.
“It gives them a chance to
strengthen their ideals, and they
learn a lot about local government, which most youngsters today don’t have,” Woodburn said.
Woodburn also said the program, which is in its 77th year,
does not ask for participants to
stipulate where they stand politically.
Instead the program assigns
members to two fictitious parties:
the Federalists and the Nationalists. Members of Boys State mock
elect members to different levels of
county, city and state office with
the highest being governor.
“We have no desire to have
their political leanings—the
American Legion is an apolitical
organization,” Woodburn said.
“We don’t back candidates and we
don’t back political parties.”
Woodburn said he hopes people become more politically aware.
“Speak your mind, vote your
mind—it’s not important whether you are a Democrat or Republican—it’s important that you are
involved in the voting process,”
Woodburn said.
Rutherford said he does not
think political unawareness is a
generational problem, but instead
is person-by-person issue.
“I would guarantee that every
young man (that was) in there will
be involved in some fashion or another in government or politics,”
Rutherford said.
Woodburn agreed.
Boys State participants tend
to be more aware of politics—
even producing future presidents,
Woodburn said.
“Probably our most famous
photo is when President Kennedy was in the Rose Garden with
the boys, and there was a young
man reaching over the shoulder of
another Boys Nations candidate
shaking hands with Kennedy,” he
said. “That was a young Arkansas
representative named Bill Clinton.”

NIKE OGUNBODEDE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Illinois State Treasurer Dan Rutherford speaks to the members of the
Illinois Premier Boys State about his time in political office Wednesday
in the Coleman Auditorium.

Though admitting that he is
mostly Conservative, Woodburn
said the end goal of each party is the same with only different
points of view.
Having different points of view
is not a bad thing, Woodburn
said.
“Our process is here’s what we
want to do, and then we have
two groups who decide how they
want to get there—they take different paths, but they usually end
up (with) the same result,” he said.
Rutherford said one problem

with Illinois is the overallocation
of nonexistent funds.
“By the time I finish my first
term in office, I hope we have
some form of financial stability,
and we need to be operating government much like you would
your own household,” Rutherford
said. “Live within your means and
don’t expect more.”
Nike Ogunbodede can
be reached at 581-2812
or ovogunbodede@eiu.edu.

BOYS STATE

Summer program teaches about politics
By Cristina Medina
Staff Reporter

Eastern recently welcomed 504
young men participating in American Legion’s Illinois Boys State for
their 77th annual program.
Kevin Gordon, the program’s director of finance and public relations, said Illinois is recognized as
the premier model for the program.
He said currently all states except
Hawaii host Boys State programs.
Their counterpart, Girls State,
is hosted nationwide as well. Girls
State will be arriving on Eastern
campus next week.
Gordon said Boys State was created to combat youth camps in
Nazi Germany. The program was
established in the United States and
gave a chance for youth to learn by
doing, he said.
It is set on creating a mythical
version of a 51st state with a constitution, body of law, and practices
unfamiliar to it, Gordon said.
He said Boys State offers a
unique lifetime experience for
young outgoing high school, junior boys on their way to becoming seniors. This portion of the their

lives is considered an optimal age,
he said.
“The program was created to
help develop a sense of civic pride,
civic engagement, and an attempt
to get people to understand how
government works,” Gordon said.
In 2000, Gordon said he started off as a participant operating as
a city clerk in the program.
“It’s not like a typical classroom
experience, where you can only retain so much information,” He said.
Gordon said he decided to join
the counseling staff and eventually
focused on maintaining an administrative role in the program.
Gordon explained that when
participants come to Boys State instead of assigning them to a counselor or group, they are assigned to
a city.
He said they are given the opportunity to operate American government on a local, state, and national level.
Participants are referred to as citizens.
Upon entering the first assembly,
every participant swears an oath of
citizenship thus earning the respective title as a “citizen."

“Once a citizen at Boys State, always a citizen at Boys State,” Gordon said.
He said many citizens join the
program free of cost depending
on the American Legion post that
sponsors them.
ccording to the program’s website
nine college scholarships are awarded based upon participation in various aspects of Boys State.
The website also said participation in the program is a reflection
of leadership skills and that many
young men find themselves benefiting from such attributes in preparation for their college careers.
Joseph Aumuller, a citizen of
Boys State from Libertyville, said
the experience gave back what he
put into it.
“Before I got here, it was unclear
on what we we’re going to do,” Aumuller said. “This past week I’ve
learned you make it your own experience based on what you do.”
Despite his previous reservations
about the program, Aumuller said
he has tried to be involved and has
earned the title of Supreme Court
Justice.
“Aside from enhancing my pub-

“Once a citizen
at Boys State,
always a citizen
at Boys State.”
--Kevin Gordon,
director of finance
and public relations

lic speaking skills, Boys State has
been an incredible experience,” he
said.
Tyler Goldammer, a citizen
of Boys State from Edwardsville,
agreed with Aumuller.
“The more I got involved the
more I was able to get into it,” Goldammer said. “You know, they call
it Boys State, but while I’ve been
here, I’ve become a man.”
Although he has taken on the
role as his city’s mayor, Goldammer
is in the running for state treasurer.
Cristina Medina can
be reached at 581-2812
or cmmedina2@eiu.edu.

C AMPUS

News Editor
Seth Schroeder
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Illinois justices:
Improve access
to court system
Legal self-help
centers and
affordable legal
representation
promoted
By The Associated Press
MARCUS SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Peter Ping Liu, a technology professor, helps President Bill Perry hold up the floor plan of CENCERE Wednesday
evening in the Rotary Room a of the Charleston Carnegie Public Library.

Public input might drive
relocation of CENCERE
By Marcus Smith
Online Editor

Placement of the upcoming Center
for Clean Energy Research and Education was the major topic of discussion
at the second of two meetings to discuss the future of the center Wednesday.
Charles White, who lives to the
east of the Renewable Energy Center,
is concerned with the placement of
CENCERE blocking the view of the
Renewable Energy Center.
“You have blocked the prettiest part
of the energy center partially with this
building,” he said.
President Bill Perry said they will
investigate the possibility of moving
the building east of its current proposed location and he will present the

Board of Trustees with a general area
for the placement building.
Nancy White, Charles White's wife,
brought up a concern with the Renewable Energy Center and the noise that
reverberates off the building when the
wood chips are being delivered.
Bill Webber, vice president of business affairs, said the problem had been
identified and the replacement has
been ordered and should be here in
one to two weeks.
One suggestion was to expand the
building by building upward, but Perry said that the expansion would be
outward.
“When you build a building and
someday add another story, there is a
lot more infrastructure to put in,” Perry said.
He said they would be presenting

the CENCERE concept to the Board
of Trustees Monday and that there will
be further work to do for a final design and then go back to the Board of
Trustees for final approval.
Webber said that now there will be
a bid sent out for designers and eventually the faculty for CENCERE and
buildings planning and management
will look over all the proposals and
choose one.
The center is slated to cost $1 million for development. After construction the center would be a place for research into renewable energy. It would
also have classrooms and a work area
for people to develop new clean energy concepts.
Marcus Smith can
be reached at 58102812
or masmith6@eiu.edu.

Throwing its weight behind
a movement to make the justice
system more accessible, the Illinois Supreme Court on Wednesday created a commission that will
study the hurdles that keep some
people from getting their day in
court.
On e o f t h o s e h u rd l e s i s t h e
complexity of legal documents,
which can keep people from representing themselves in court even
on routine matters. Another is the
difficulty of reaching downstate
courthouses for people who are
poor or disabled.
The court also wants to promote legal self-help centers and
assist people in finding affordable
legal representation.
"The purpose is to make access
to justice a high priority for everyone in the legal system," Chief
Justice Kilbride said in a statement Wednesday. "This includes
judges, clerks, attorneys, other
court personnel and even our law
schools."
Kilbride said 26 other states
and the District of Columbia already have similar commissions.
The Illinois panel is supposed to
work with groups that are already

CIT Y

Mattoon to present Artworks Festival
By Tim Deters
Managing Editor

The Mattoon Arts Council will be
hosting the first Mattoon Artworks Festival from noon to 7:30 p.m. June 16
in and around the bandshell in Morton
Park, 1215 Division St, Mattoon.
The festival will feature 17 art vendors, hands-on projects and craft making, performances by local talents, and
a talent contest said Janahn Kolden,
vice chair of the Mattoon Arts Council.
Kolden said she hopes the first Mattoon Artworks Festival will expose the
community to the local art scene and
art in general.
“Our mission with the Mattoon Arts
Council is to try and provide the opportunity for people to be exposed to
the arts,” she said.
The Summer Strings, an orchestra
program for young students in Charleston, will open the event at noon, followed by performances by the Mattoon
Middle School jazz band at 12:30 p.m.
Sullivan artist Karl Jendry will demonstrate the art of speed painting at 1
and 3:30 p.m. Speed painting involves
an artist placing what seem to be ran-

dom splashes of paint on a canvas,
Kolden explained. The artist sums up
the work with a few final brushstrokes
that complete the painting and give it a
final, clear image.
Dancers from Margene’s Dance Studio in Mattoon and Mattoon High
School will then perform at 1:30 p.m.
and 2 p.m., respectively.
The Mattoon High School drama
club will present “Storybook Theater”
at 2:30 and 4:30 p.m., performing classic children’s fables and poems from
writers such as the Brothers Grimm.
Students will take turns acting as the
classic authors to narrate the performances, said Rebecca Nevius, Mattoon
High School drama club director.
Local musician James Reed and the
group Muddy Grove will perform at 3
and 4 p.m., respectively.
Reed is a Mattoon electric guitarist
who is new to the local music scene,
and Muddy Grove is a pop-folk band,
Kolden said.
The final event of the festival will be
“Mattoon’s Got Talent,” a talent show
for local students between the ages or
10 and 18.
The talent show will be organized

by the Mattoon Public Library’s Teens
Program, headed by director Ryan
Franklin, and will begin at 5 p.m.
There will be three groups of musical performers, Franklin said, and performers will not be judged. Each group
will be recognized for their unique talents.
Throughout the day, arts vendors
will be selling their handcrafted items,
and students from the Mattoon High
School art club will be selling pottery
they made, said Kolden, who is also an
art teacher at the high school.
Former Eastern ceramics professor Bill Heyduck will be demonstrating how to make pottery on a potter’s
wheel.
Children will also have the opportunity to create their own crafts for free
and take them home at several makeand-take tents, Kolden said.
She said she is excited to present the
first Mattoon Artworks Festival to the
community and hopes it will become
an annual event.
Tim Deters can
be reached at 581-2812
or tadeters@eiu.edu.

Mattoon Artworks
Noon: Summer Strings students
perform

trying to improve access, such as
the Illinois Coalition for Equal
Justice.
The executive director of that
group, Joseph Dailing, said the
civil justice system should be
"more user-friendly and accessible
for the growing number of people who are coming to the courts
without lawyers."
Dailing said poor people are often pulled into the legal system
over divorces, rent disputes, consumer complaints and wills. Attorneys are too expensive for them
and the legal process is too complex, he said, so people are left
with little protection.
The commission could help
with that by simplifying procedures and forms for routine legal matters. It could also work to
ensure that self-help legal centers
around the state are protected or
even expanded.
Legal procedures aren't the only
roadblock to access. So are physical location and services.
Po o r o r d i s a b l e d p e o p l e i n
downstate Illinois can find themselves far from the nearest courthouse with no car and no public
transportation. People with physical disabilities may not be able to
get the help they need.
Technology could help with
some of those problems. The IIT
Chicago-Kent College of Law, for
instance, has developed "Access
to Justice" software that guides
people through some legal procedures, and Illinois Legal Aid Online is another resource.

BINGO
@ The MOOSE
Family Fraternity

12:30 p.m.:, Mattoon Middle
School jazz band performs
1 p.m.: speed painting demonstration by Karl Jendry
1:30 p.m.: Margene’s Dance Studio
students perform
2 p.m.: Mattoon High School
dance team performs
2:30 p.m.: Mattoon High School
drama club performs
3 p.m.: James Reed performs
3:30 p.m.: speed painting demonstration by Karl Jendry
4 p.m.: Muddy Grove performs
4:30 p.m.: Mattoon High School
drama club performs
5 p.m.: Mattoon’s Got Talent show

615 7th Street
Non-members can play

TONIGHT
7 pm
217-345-2012

* MUST BE 21 *

O PINIONS
STAFF EDITORIAL

Pell Grant cuts
hurt students;
take a stand
In less than two weeks, Congress will have to
make a decision that affects almost 9 million college students around the nation.
The College Cost Reduction and Access Act,
passed in 2007, bears a name that would seem to
advocate lower tuition rates for college students.
However, provisions in the act could cost 9
million college students around $1,000 annually,
should Congress neglect it.
This $1,000 is the result of the act’s provisions regarding funding and eligibility for Pell
Grant—federally subsidized loans.
The important aspect of Pell Grant is that
they do not require repayment. Through these
grants, the government can award a student up
to $5,550 for annual college tuition and fees.
Should Congress choose to not revise the act,
the average interest rate on Pell Grant would
double from 3.4 percent to 6.8 for the nine million students currently using loans to pay for
school.
While that change might not be enough to
mobilize protests or boycotts, it is enough to
drastically affect the already poor economic climate for college students and graduates.
According to the White House’s website, for
the first time in history, American college students now owe more in student loans than they
do in credit card debt.
Only adding to the difficulty of obtaining a
college education, according to FinAid.com, a
website that tracks tuition and loan trends, the
average national tuition has risen by 8 percent
on an annual basis in recent years. That eight
percent raise is three times the national inflation rate, and is indicative of the challenges college students and graduates must face after they
leave school.
In order for Congress to revise the College
Cost Reduction and Access Act, and consequently keep interest rates at the current 3.4 percent,
they would have to revise the fiscal 2013 budget,
which has already been passed by the House of
Representatives.
Revising this budget to keep Pell Grant funding consistent would necessitate cuts in other programs. Representatives on both sides of
Congress are refusing to compromise, ultimately leaving the effects on the 9 million college students dependant on Pell Grant for education.
This is an issue that should be concerning to
Eastern students.
The consequences of not revising the 2013
budget could be detrimental to incoming college
students as well as the futures of those currently
enrolled at universities across the country.
The massive effect that cuts to Pell Grant
would have still has not warranted significant
media attention, and it therefore falls on college
students to take a stance on the issue.
As far as political decisions go, cuts to Pell
Grant will have a very direct and substantial
effect on Eastern students.
With that in mind, it is increasingly important that students take a stand before it’s too late.
Whether writing state representatives, informing other students about the issue or even just
investigating the issue itself, any awareness and
attention to these cuts get will help prevent
them.
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An open letter to Glenn Beck

Dear Glenn,
I really have missed you. Over the last few years, I
have to say I’ve hungered for your voice.
I mean, it just isn’t the same having Rush Limbaugh tell me that Muslims are kidnapping my
grandma or that Obama is actually Fidel Castro in
disguise. He just doesn’t have the same conviction of
lunacy that you did.
After two years away from the public light, I
thought you were gone, Glenn.
I stayed up nights, put up “Missing” posters with
your face on them—I checked every animal shelter
within 100 miles for you.
And I thought you were gone forever.
But now I see it—you weren’t deserting us. You
were merely planning the greatest comeback in the
history of comebacks.
Jesus waited three days, you waited almost three
years.
And I’ve got to say, it was worth the wait.
Because this grandiose “welcome back party”
you’re planning will quench every thirst I’ve had
since your departure from the spotlight.
The “Restoring Love” rally will be the culmination of everything you’ve done, Glenn.
Hundreds, maybe thousands of people will bask
in your eternally pale glory—I’m sure we can say it
was millions of people (you’ve gotten away with it
before).

John Downen
You told us that politics needed another Dick
Clark—little did we know that you’ve always been
the Dick we were looking for.
I have to commend you for trying to integrate
pop culture into the mix as well.
After all, Tea Party politics really are representative of America’s youth, and you’ve finally found out
how to get those youngsters away from their silly
Facespaces and Mybooks.
Thanks to you, the kids will finally get what
they’ve always wanted—strict abstinence and subtle homophobia.
You should pair up with the cast from Jersey
Shore for a straight-to-DVD rendition of Leviticus
and Exodus—Snooki is already tan enough to look
like she’s been wandering the desert for 40 years
anyway.
And what’s this I hear about a rapper? How hip
of you, Glenn.

Finally, the decades-long marriage between Hollywood and liberals will be tarnished and broken
(take notes, North Carolina).
But however this whole transformation works
out, Glenn, just know that somewhere, a kid is hiding under his desk because you told him the Russians were invading again.
Either way, this “Restoring Love” rally has been a
big step forward for you, Glenn. I’m glad to see that
you’ve moved past your chalkboard and anagrambased rants and have finally joined the hippie movement that died 40 years ago.
Congratulations, you’ve gone from 1950s anticommunist to 1960s flower child. Now you’re only
half a century away from joining America’s social
norms, and if you ask me, that’s pretty groovy, man.
Wait a second—if you rearrange the letters in
“Restoring Love,” what do you get?
“IGNORE REVOLTS!”
My God, Glenn, according to your logic, this rally is less about love, and more about support for the
Syrian government.
And by THAT logic, you must be an anti-democratic Muslim. And by THAT logic, you must support Obama’s jihad on America.
My God, Glenn, how could you?
John Downen can be reached at 581-7942
or at DENopinions@gmail.com
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Nation loses nose, keeps spite

Pity the poor nation whose crippled proboscis can
no longer enjoy the sweet smells of summer.
It had to happen, of course, to save freedom and
the economy. Which is why last month the brave
men and women of the House Armed Services Committee efficiently gave the nation a nose job,
while teaching its face a lesson it won’t soon forget.
Somewhere in their busy schedule of not doing
anything and seeming angry about everything, members of Congress recently coalesced around a plan to
limit military spending.
“Incredible, es verdad?” you ask, illegally. Yes, it
is true, a bipartisan bill passed both houses of the
112 Congress of the United States, limiting military
spending. On renewable energy.
The military can no longer buy alternative fuels
that cost more than fossil fuels. In times of relative
austerity, they argue, the country can’t afford to fill its
tankers with costly biofuels.
“When anyone says we can’t afford to invest in developing alternative sources of energy, my reply is,
‘We can’t afford not to,’” Navy Secretary Ray Mavus
told a Senate hearing in March. “We can’t afford to
wait until price shocks or supply shocks leave us no
alternative.”
The Defense Department is the largest consumer of oil in the world. Oil is finite and the market is
extremely vulnerable to geopolitical events we can’t
control. The only certainty about oil is that prices
will rise.

Dave Balson
The meanest fleet in the world isn’t worth a damn
if you can’t afford to fill the tanks. So the Pentagon
has been investing in alternative fuels, like biofuel,
that are homegrown and renewable.
Oil is much cheaper, for now. The oil industry has
had a century, and plenty of money, to develop the
techniques that make it so affordable.
The relatively young biofuel industry has not yet
scientifically or structurally developed to compete
with the price of oil. By switching some of its fleet to
run on biofuel, the industry will have the resources to
develop into a competitive alternative to fossil fuels.
The military sees biofuel as a strategic investment,
one it must make to ensure long-term stability and
security. But that doesn’t matter to Sen. John McCain, whose integrity has rapidly declined since the
morning of Nov. 5, 2008. McCain accused President Obama as “adopting a ‘green agenda’ for national defense.”
There was a time when McCain wore shades of

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to the Opinions
Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.
They must be less than 250 words.

green to work. In 2003, McCain — or at least the
actor who used to play him — cosponsored the first
major bipartisan bill in the Senate to address climate
change.
The outspoken environmentalist told a crowd in
2008, in a speech on the dangers of climate change:
“We need to think straight about the dangers ahead,
and to meet the problem with all the resources of human ingenuity at our disposal.”
It’s likely neo-McCain is not so much guilty of intellectual dishonesty as outright deception. The congressional ban plays to the base and scores a victory
for the massive oil lobby, whose barrels of cash bend
ears in the Beltway.
But it will cripple the very thing McCain and his
fellow Republicans have sworn to always protect: national security. The most altruistic claim made on
the right is that we must leave a stable economy for
our grandchildren. This ban makes hollow even that
hopeful appeal.
Instead, another costly can is kicked to our kin,
who will have to figure out how to run the largest
military in the history of the world on oil at $200/
barrel. And they will be forced to wonder, as they rub
the nub where their nose should be, just whose face
their grandparents were trying to spite.
Dave Balson is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-7942
or at DENopinions@gmail.com
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Movie Review

Seth Schroeder

RPGs are
better than
you think

Need something to do this weekend with a small group
of friends? Don’t have a lot of money? Why not take your
group on an adventure? You don’t need to worry about gas
money; there is no driving involved.
The adventure you’re going on takes place in your mind.
Wait! Come back.
Okay, what I’m offering you isn’t the flashiest. In fact
it’s stereotypically one of the least sexy things you can do.
But ignore the mainstream opinion. You’re too smart for
that, I can tell. Instead make up your own mind, try this
out.
The games I’m talking about consist of dice, pen and
paper. You’ve probably heard of “Dungeons & Dragons,”
this is a lot like that. I’m talking about tabletop roleplaying games, and while these games have a bad reputation in
more ways then one, they can be a lot of fun.
Tabletop RPGs are sort of like a combination of books
and video games, except they give a lot more narrative control to the people playing them. The games often consist
of four to six players and a central referee or game master or GM.
The GM’s job is to create challenges for the players to
overcome and generate story elements for the game to follow. If it was a TV show the players would be the main
characters who drive the plot. The GM would be the plot.
This actually makes them better than video games.
What you give up in flashy graphics, you get back in freedom. The GMs are free to write a story they want to share
with their friends, and the players aren’t limited to a set
of pre-determined options thought up by a designer. They
can attempt pretty much anything they can imagine.
Through gaming I’ve fought goblins with spells and
steel, flown with a whole league of superheroes, robbed
a high tech lab of its prized experiments, survived a postapocalyptic wasteland and created entire worlds for my
friends and I to adventure in.
You might have made fun of these games, but have you
ever given them a try? There’s a lot of bad press with RPGs
for some key reasons that I’ll try and clear up.
They are not the sole domain of social inept nerds
(though there’s nothing wrong with that). It can actually
be a great way to meet some really cool people, and it’s
definitely more face-to-face communication than playing
a video game. Some of your favorite celebrities like Robin Williams, Matt Damon and Vin Diesel have all played
RPGs.
It’s also not just a male activity. Throughout my five
years of tabletop gaming, my group has had at least one female member half the time. I got my girlfriend, who initially scoffed at these games, to play and she is now a complete addict.
They won’t make you start worshipping the devil. As
long as you have a firm grip on reality versus fiction, you
don’t need to worry about gaining homicidal tendencies or
becoming a satanic wizard of some kind. These are games
are imaginary, that’s why they’re fun.
If you already play D&D (or any RPG) I probably don’t
need to tell you any of this stuff. But if you don’t, I sincerely hope you give it a try. They’re not for everybody and
they require communication and cooperation from everyone involved but you can find a good time.
To get started, here are a few tips:
There are a lot of free games out there. They’re not
all great, but a simple Google search can pull them up.
Though most games aren’t cheap even if you do pay for
them considering the amount entertainment that numerous people can enjoy from a single purchase.
You’ll need a variety of different dice. You can again find
free random number generators online but a physical set is
your best bet if you’re serious.
Be patient and open-minded. This might be an initially weird experience for you and it might make you shy or
nervous, but just relax, it’s for fun.
Seth Schroeder is a junior journalism major. He
can be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.

LAST GENERATION
Blast from the past:
‘Children of Men’
Reviewed by John Downen

With the recent prominence of talk
about the zombie apocalypse, and December 21 creeping around the corner,
I thought revisiting one of my favorite
dystopian movies might serve as a precaution for the imminent and looming
End of Days.
Directed by Alfonso Cuaron (most
known for “Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban”), “Children of Men” is
the tale of the world, circa-2007, gone
infertile.
Starring Clive Owen, Julianne Moore
and Michael Caine, “Children of Men”
has slowly gained credibility for its cinematography, plot and unique camera
work.
It is dystopian—even post-apocalyptic—and succeeds in portraying the social, cultural and political ramifications
of international sterility.
The 2006 film went, for the most
part, unnoticed by common moviegoers.
However, those who did see the film
rarely find flaws.
Unlike many other dystopian thrillers,
“Children of Men” does not serve as a
warning.
It does not use government as a scapegoat, nor does it try to place blame on
mankind for the world’s inevitable end.
Instead, it examines the social implications of aged civilization, giving attention to how government, religion
and criminal gangs would be drastically
changed by the realization that they are
the world’s last generation.

The film’s plot revolves around Theo
(Owen) and his attempts to help the
world’s only pregnant girl named Kee escape from London’s gangs and police.
Theo, Kee and company face a litany of violent criminals, all hoping to use
Kee’s pregnancy for their own personal
gain.
With no place to go, and the hope of
salvation, the film’s main characters are
forced to submit to London’s immigration police and are eventually deported
into the filthy ghettos of Britain.
The vulnerability of these ghettos immediately establishes the action of the
film, all culminating in an epic gunfight
between British police and rebel gangs.
Theo and Kee sit helplessly in the
middle of the action, with their fate in
constant question.
Owen delivers a brilliant performance, portraying a hopeless drunk
who finds salvation and promise in Kee’s
pregnancy.
Michael Caine is equally brilliant,
playing the same whimsical old man
we’ve come to love in the “Batman” series.
“Children of Men” is full of pop culture reference—animals float in the London sky, reminiscent of Pink Floyd’s
“Animals” artwork; German renditions
of The Beatles and The Rolling Stones
serve as the film’s primary soundtrack.
However, while the plot and allusion
of the film are undoubtedly successful,
it is Cuaron’s cinematography that ele-

Saturday 6/16
$2 Domestic Bottles
Friday 6/15
$3 “U Call It’s”
$2 Domestic Bottles Come Listen to the
$3 Jager or Captain Hot Sauce Jones Band

vates “Children of Men” past other dystopian thrillers.
Apocalyptic London is nothing like
we’ve seen before—it does not borrow
from some Orwellian novel, nor is it an
overt military state.
Instead, it shows the consequences of
a world without hope or future, depicting the senseless nature of a species without optimism.
The movie’s most thrilling scenes
come from the extended-sequence shots
that Cuaron was exploring in prior
films.
Three scenes stand out in particular,
all shot with one camera in one take.
The result of such filming is immensely successful—I’ve seen the film
four times, and each of these scenes still
leaves me anxious, afraid and apprehensive.
Blood splatters across the camera lens,
machine guns blast from every speaker,
the camera runs with the film’s characters—the audience is no longer just an
audience.
Instead, they find themselves in the
middle of the action, ducking grenades
and running from tanks.
It’s difficult to summarize the perfection of “Children of Men” on paper—
to truly appreciate the film, one MUST
see it.
Regardless of one’s apprehension or
love of sci-fi films, “Children of Men”
is a must-see for anyone who appreciates
good cinema.

C LASSIFIEDS
Announcements
Chess & Go Club game night Friday
6-9pm Charleston County Market mezzanine. E-mail jjh_1967@yahoo.com
__________________________6/14

Help wanted
Night help needed immediately at The
Daily Eastern News. Apply at 1802
Buzzard Hall. Hours vary between
10:00 pm and 2:00 am.
__________________________6/28
Bartending! $250/day potential. No experience necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext 239
__________________________6/28

Roommates
Roommates needed Fall 2012-Spring
2013. Male Junior EIU student age 21. 3
bedroom apartment available for price
of 2 bedroom at Atrium. Rent is $350/
month. Low utility cost. Move-in date
July 23. Text or call 618-554-1973 if interested.
__________________________7/19

For rent
5 BEDROOM, 2 BATHROOM HOUSE ON
12TH CLOSE TO CAMPUS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER, DISHWASHER. $350/PERSON. (217) 276-8191. PILOT410@HOTMAIL.COM
__________________________6/14
Now Renting for Fall 2012 4 bedroom.
Rent now and get 1 month free. Call
345-2467.
__________________________6/14
Fall 2012 Nice 3 bedroom house on 9th
just 3 blocks from campus. Large back
yard, W/D, dishwasher, lawncare provided. 217-690-4976.
__________________________6/14
AVAILABLE FOR 8/2012. 2 & 3 bdr.
townhouses. 2 1/2 baths, w/d, dishwasher, Call 217-345-3754
__________________________6/21
Inexpensive $285/mo/person! All
Large RMS: 5 BDRMS, KIT, LR. NEW
CARPET, 1 BLOCK FROM CAMPUS,
YARD, OFF-ST. PKG. 549-2528.
__________________________6/21
ONLY $285/MO/PERSON - NEW CARPET, GREAT LOCATION NEAR LANTZ,
GRASSY YARD, OFF-ST. PARK. 3
BDRMS., KIT., LR. 549-2528.
__________________________6/21
4 Bedroom, 2 Full Bath hous, for
2012/2013 school year, close to campus, dcburge@gmail.com, 217-2541311
__________________________6/28
Nice 2 Bedroom furnished apartment,
close to EIU, good security, underground parking available, $375 per
person, 217-864-5202, 217-864-2851
__________________________6/28
1515 11th 2 bedroom with extra computer area for 2 people $300 each, call
549-7031
__________________________6/28
Now Leasing 3-4 bedroom townhouse
close to campus and the bookstore.
Trash included. Call 217-276-6518
__________________________6/28
1 bedroom apartment East of campus.
217-345-5832, rcrrentals.com
__________________________6/28
NICE 2 BR APTS 2001 S. 12th ST & 1305
18th ST. Stove, frig, microwave, Trash
pd. 217-348-7746 www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________6/28
DELUXE 1 BR APTS. 117 W. Polk, 1306
Arthur Ave. Stove, frig, microwave,
Dishwasher, washer/dryer. Trash pd.
217-348-7746 www.CharlestonILApts.
com
__________________________6/28
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 and up. Renting now for summer. 217-348-7746
__________________________6/28

For rent
Fall 2012- Affordable- Large, Beautiful,
and Spacious 2 BR Unfurnished Apt. on
the Square over Z's Music. Trash and
Water Incl. - Low Utilities- All New Appliances and Flooring- Laundry OnSite- No pets- Apply 345-2616
__________________________6/28
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. Over
20 years experience. 345-4489. www.
woodrentals.com
__________________________6/28
2BR apt 1/2 block to Lantz includes cable, internet @ $325/person. www.
woodrentals.com, 345-4489, Jim
Wood, Realtor
__________________________6/28
3BR split-level for 3@$330 plus utilities.
Lots of room, 2 car garage, w/d, dishwasher, a/c. www.woodrentals.com.
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, 3454489.
__________________________6/28
1 person apt. includes cable, internet,
water, trash @$440/month. www.
woodrentals.com, 345-4489, Jim
Wood, Realtor
__________________________6/28
3, 4 Bedroom houses, close to campus,
w/d, d/w, 217-273-2292, $250/$300
per person
__________________________7/19
Available August 1, 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
home, trash and yard service provided,
217-345-5037
__________________________7/19
Available August 1, 4-5 Bedroom, 2
Bath, trash and yard service, 217-3455037
__________________________7/19
Studio Apt. Close to campus, nice,
clean, water & trash included. No pets.
$285. 217-259-9772
__________________________7/19
FALL 2012-VERY NICE 4 & 5 BEDROOM
HOUSE ON 12TH STREET CAMPUS
SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER
BEDROOMS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASHER, LAWN SERVICE INCLUDED. (217) 549-9348.
__________________________7/19
4-6 bedroom 2 bath house, 1521 S.
2nd, w/d, a/c, $300 each 549-3273
__________________________7/19
Renting NOW! 1,2,&3 bedrooms, Park
Place, Royal Heights. Close to campus!
www.tricountymg.com. 348-1479
__________________________7/19
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS. NICE! GREAT LOCATION.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REASONABLE INCLUDES WATER, TRASH. 217-549-5624
__________________________7/19
FALL '12-'13: 1,2, & 3 BR APTS. BUCHANAN STREET APTS. CHECK US OUT
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR CALL 3451266.
__________________________7/19
NOW AVAILABLE! 1 BR APTS 3 BLOCKS
FROM CAMPUS BUCHANAN STREET
APTS 345-1266
__________________________7/19
House for rent. 4 bedroom, 2 bath.
345-1266
__________________________7/19
1 Bedroom Apartments. North of stadium. Spacious. $410. 345-1266
__________________________7/19
Call today for specials!! Renting 3 & 4
(available now). 1812 9th; 1205 Grant 3
BR apartment. 348-0673/ 549-4011.
www.sammyrentals.com
__________________________7/19
On campus. 2 bath house for rent for
2-4 students at 1526 3rd St. C/A, W/D.
Large private backyard. Trash included. 549-5402
__________________________7/19
THREE/TWO BEDROOM HOUSES, 1210
3RD TWO BEDROOM TWO BATH
APARTMENTS 1026 EDGAR $250/
MONTH 549-4074 345-3754
__________________________7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 2 and 3 bedroom, 2
bath apartments located right behind
McHughes. $275-$350/person. myeiuhome.com, 217-493-7559
__________________________7/19

6

T H E DA I LY E ASTE R N NEWS

Phone: 217 • 581 • 2812
Fax: 217 • 581 • 2923
Online: dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds

D A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M

T H U R S DAY, J U N E 14, 2012
N o. 158, V O LU M E 96

For rent

Advertise with
the DEN!

Fall 2012. Very nice 1,2,3,4,5,6 bedroom houses, townhouses, and apartments. All excellent locations. Some
pet friendly. $275-$350/person.
217-493-7559, www.myeiuhome.com
__________________________7/19
Apartments for fall. 1,2 & 3 Bedroom.
Closet to EIU. Furnished & Unfurnished. Locally owned and managed.
No Pets! Call 217-345-7286 www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________7/19
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR FALL
2012. GREAT LOCATIONS, REASONABLE RATES, AWESOME AMENITIES.
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APARTMENT
SHOWING 345-5022. WWW.UNIQUEPROPERTIES.NET
__________________________7/19
3 Bedroom house, 1705 11th, Furnished, 217-235-0405 or 273-2048, Garage, washer, dryer, dishwasher, clean
__________________________7/19
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Erstwhile
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Institution founded by Thos.
Jefferson
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REVIEW, from page 1

CRIMES, from page 1

Hanebrink said a Charleston
hazmat team and a Champaign
bomb squad were called in to neutralize the package.
Perry said the response to the real
threat was great, citing the quickness
of the Champaign bomb squad as a
good indicator of the university’s response.
“We had a scare, and it could have
happened,” Hanebrink said.
Doug Downey, the exercise director for IEMA, said the agency started
planning the drill two years ago.
“We do these things to learn from
mistakes,” Downey said. “It went
very well.”
Downey said the agency will spend
the next few weeks collecting and analyzing evaluations, developing plans
for improvement and sharing findings with other agencies.
Fire Chief Pat Goodwin, of the

Charleston Fire Department, agreed
that things went well.
Goodwin said there were not
many mistakes.
“I wouldn’t classify them as mishaps but as learning experiences for
each agency,” Goodwin said.
Goodwin also discussed how the
use of the Mutual Aid Box Alarm
System helps ensure safety and backup in an emergency situation.
The system is a resource that requests resources from the state,
Goodwin said.
It allows the fire department get
the resources they need with one
phone call, Goodwin said.
Goodwin said there was a call
made to MABAS requesting three
medical rescue teams and three
hazmat teams.
The teams were brought in prior
to the drill to ensure they would be

able to participate.
Dan Nadler, the vice president for
student affairs for the university, said
the email notification system worked
well during the drills.
Both Nadler and William Weber,
vice president for business affairs, cited the text message and email systems as having “redundancies” allowing messages to be sent repeatedly.
Nadler said he subscribes to the
university’s all-student list, and
would therefore know if any emails
were not sent.
Overall, officials agreed the drill
went well and all objectives the agency had set were met.

John Downen can
be reached at 581-2812
or DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Jason Bilstad, a member of the Danville Fire Department, repels down the
side of Carmen Hall Tuesday as part of a scenario for the Illinois Emergency Management Agency's 2012 state-level exercise. The scenario had
members of various fire departments rescue dummies on loose wooden
scaffolding attached to the side of the building.

The next level would be calling
other state response agencies when a
situation is not containable by campus officials.
In the first scenario the University
Police Department responded first,
followed by assistance from Charleston, Coles County and Illinois police departments.
“You’ve got county, state, city,
university police officers working
together—so I thought Eastern did
a great job of welcoming us in and
allowing us to use the facilities,”
Monken said.
Eastern was a great example of
mutual aid within a university and
its surrounding community, Monken said.
IEMA gave Eastern a $30,000
grant to cover the costs the universi-

ty would incur from the exercise—a
similar amount to what was awarded
to Western Illinois University a year
prior.
“Our No. 1 task is to bring multidisciplinary, multi-jurisdictional
training together,” Monken said. “So
when we have an opportunity like
this for us it’s money well spent.”
Monken said the results that occur will not only be for Eastern, but
all those who participated.
“The last thing you want is to
have everybody meet each other for
the first time in an actual event,”
Monken said.
Nike Ogunbodede
and Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com
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Many times you’ll see James, the
physical freak that he is, take the ball
up court instead of Chalmers, the
point guard, and immediately attempt
to create off the dribble with a form of
isolation that sees Joel Anthony stationing for rebounds in the paint while
the rest of the team rotates while steering clear, with the occasional pick and
roll.
This worked in the first half, but
not in the second.
Why?
Because the Thunder made the necessary adjustments in the locker room
to take care of it.
Durant started the game on James,
but for the remainder, it was up to
Thabo Sefolosha to contain him. And
though he didn’t shut him down,
the match-up was much more favorable, seeing as Sefolosha can slide his
feet and recover from the pivot quicker than Durant can, narrowing James’
driving lanes and forcing him to dish
the ball when the rest of the Thunder
would collapse on him.

I did not see the Heat make any adjustments outside of giving Bosh more
minutes, placing Wade on Westbrook
and sitting Shane Battier when he
had a hot hand from beyond the arc,
which perplexes me.
Of course, this discussion may not
be happening at all if James’ sidekick,
Wade, would step up a little bit. He’s
a superstar with an NBA Finals ring.
His health isn’t at its best, but he’s still
starting and still on the floor, which
means he has got to perform.
Wade’s presence alone will command respect from the Thunder defense, but that will be the case less and
less should he continue to shoot in the
realm of 7-19 from the field.
One fact is as solid as any, though.
If the Heat lose this series, Erik
Spoelstra will be fired, and fired quickly.
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

Siegel said students will have
some flexibility in the program
based on their interests so they can
better use their chosen skill set in
the field of renewable energy.
He said the program would include not only classes but potential
an internship and job-shadowing at
the the Renewable Energy Center.
Students would also study how
consumers use energy to learn
about efficiency, and develop better conservation methods.
Siegel said students would get

the chance to work with energy conservation programs of local
businesses.
Siegel said student would also
be working with contractors who
have holistic approaches to energy.
At the meeting the board will
also:
•Discuss labor agreements
•Vote to approve the contract of
the new women’s head basketball
coach, Lee Buchanan
•Review internal auditing char-

ter revisions
•Discuss the building location of
the new Center for Clean Energy
Research and Education
•Revise the Tarble Arts Center
code of ethics
•Review the 2013 board meeting
calendar
Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu
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George Gomez, an operator, uses an excavator to clean up debris June 4 at O'Brien Stadium. The Field is being resurfaced and was originally built in 1970 at a cost of $2 million.

ATHLETICS

COLUMN

Edinger next man in for Panther strength

Who is
coaching
the Heat?

Coach will oversee
football, men’s and
women’s basketball,
and volleyball
before Aug. 1
By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

The past two weeks have been insane for the new Head Strength and
Conditioning coach for Panther athletics, Sean Edinger from Central Missouri.
“I got in last Saturday evening at
about 5 o’clock, and Sunday at 4 we
had our first football workout. We
immediately had to come up with a

brand new program, scrambled to get
numbers, a new running calendar and
implement the whole deal with 24
hours to get it done,” Edinger said.
Edinger had such a quick turnaround from getting hired that he
only had 10 days to wrap up at Central Missouri. He arrived with one car
load and crashed on coaches’ couches
for two days before subleasing the sublease of former coach Lee Taylor, who
left Eastern for the University of Tennessee after arriving only in January.
The swift adjustment time has given Edinger plenty to look over and
do, but the people around him have
helped.
“Everybody has been very receptive
to having someone new come in,” he
said. “It’s not like I’ve pulled the rug
out from anyone or tried anything

new, other than that it’s been par for
the course. The onus is on me to come
in and see how everyone else has been
running with their teams.”
Edinger will oversee conditioning
for football, men and women’s basketball and volleyball over the course of
the six-week session before Training
Camp for football kicks off on Aug. 1.
In this short time, he has taken
weight room maxes (bench press, back
squat, hang clean) and projected where
athletes should be at the end of the session.
“Setting new personal records is a
huge deal,” Edinger said. “Doing better than you’ve ever done is really the
whole purpose of us training.”
As for the conditioning side, Edinger will use a free-flow template for the
summer using a seven-week progres-

sion.
“Athletes aren’t expected to be in
game-shape on day one,” he said. “Our
goal is to make sure we produce the
most ready athlete we can come time
for training camp. We want to push
them, but we want to do it safely.”
Edinger believes that the real trick
to coaching is being able to get the
most out of your athletes for the day.
It will take time to get to know them
all, but he is confident in his current
approach.
“At this point it’s just trying to learn
the guys and implement the training
that I need to do for them,” Edinger
said.
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

ATHLETICS

Academic Center helps student-athletes adjust
By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

The critical adjustment from high
school to college academics trips up
plenty of students each year. It can be
more of a troublesome task for athletes
due to time constraints plus newer and
tougher tolls on the body and mind.
That’s where the Academic Center
steps in.
Panther Academic Services provide what each student athlete needs
to prepare for life after the last whistle,
with solid support staff.
Cindy Tozer, director of academic
services and a former athlete, can relate to the current generation, which
gives her a leg up on helping players
get the most out of offered services.
“I knew I would like working with
students in general, understanding
what they have to go through on a
daily basis,” Tozer said.
Her wingman, Assistant Director

LaVeasy Carter, has laced up at places
without academic support for student
athletes in his younger days and knows
the challenges that the void can create.
“We had a lot of people who were
deemed ineligible, and a lot of it, I
think, if they knew the rules and knew
what was expected of them, it probably wouldn’t have happened,” Carter said.
Required study hours, support services and tutoring bolster an athlete’s
chance of succeeding and enjoying
their playing days at Eastern.
“Rarely does a student-athlete fall
between the cracks. We usually know
if they’re struggling, and then we can
provide support services for them,”
Tozer said.
The Center, now in its seventh year,
has seen to it that academic stats receive a boost. Team GPAs, retention
and graduation rates have all improved
within that time span.
Carter considers the center very im-

portant for exposing opportunities for
players.
“Athletics just brings in a whole different side of opportunities and things
that they can take advantage of that
they’d never know about if the center
wasn’t here,” Carter said.
Of course, Eastern has a variety of
services that cater to the student population, but the challenge of secondary education and Division I athletics
creates a unique need that the center
fulfills.
“Its like having a full-time job,”
Tozer said. “They have practice, competition, traveling on the weekends,
sometimes mid-week. Other students
can just be students. It’s a challenge for
some of them because of the weights
in the morning and the practices in
the afternoon. They really have to be
on their game constantly. They have
to manage their time a lot better than
regular students do.”
Carter credits the pressure that ath-

letes feel as a primary need for unique
support services.
“Time is not on their side,” Carter
said. “The general student population
can pace themselves, explore a little bit
more and kind of take their time. Athletes don’t really have that time.”
One final key to the development
of student-athletes is the relationship
that Tozer, Carter and others working in academic support have with the
Panther coaching staffs.
“It starts with recruitment, and our
coaches do a really good job of recruiting strong academic-minded young
men and women,” Tozer said. “We
have a good partnership where if there
is an issue with a student-athlete we
can talk to our coaches, and they support what we’re doing.”
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

Joshua Bryant
LeBron James is the most athletic man on the face of the Earth.
At 6 feet 8 inches, 250 pounds
with blazing speed, explosiveness
and agility, no one should be able
to stop him from attacking the
rim.
Especially when you have a former Finals MVP in Dwyane Wade
on one side and NBA All-Star
Chris Bosh (though not totally
healthy) on the other.
Mario Chalmers is also a capable
point guard and respected threepoint shooter.
Shane Battier showed up on the
three-point line as well.
So how does Head Coach Erik
Spoelstra explain how the Thunder destroyed the Heat’s halftime
lead, and allowed Kevin Durant
and Russell Westbrook to outscore
the entire Miami Heat team all by
themselves in the second half?
The Heat must play as a team
and run actual schemes in order to
win.
Miami is unstoppable in transition when James and Wade are
on the floor, which is all the incentive you need to run the playground style of basketball that the
Heat use.
HEAT, page 7

